THE  FRENCH  REQUEST  FOR AN  ARMISTICE       IO^/
the American Senate's rejection of the Treaty of Versailles,
and it is used as a strong argument by the members of the
Cabinet who favor prompt surrender. The division in the
Cabinet is almost even. Those who favor continuation of the
war, if necessary from North Africa, include MM. Mandel,
Campinchi, Delbos, Monnet, Marin and Dautry. Some, it will
be noted, are Rightists, some are Leftists. They are supported
from outside the Cabinet by MM. Herriot and Jeanneney.
Admiral Darlan is also said to wish to continue the war on sea
and from Algeria, Tunisia and French Morocco. The oppo-
nents of continued resistance are headed by Vice Premier
P6tain, who is in accord with General Weygand. They are
said to believe, in addition to the other reasons already noted in
support of their position, that Britain, too, must soon succumb
to the invincible Nazis. Outside the Cabinet, ex-Premier Laval
is active in favor of making terms at once. It is accepted in
Bordeaux that he is in touch with the Spanish Ambassador,
Senor Lequerica, who, it is suggested, might serve as an inter-
mediary in the event the French authorities decided to get into
touch with Chancellor Hitler. Several Cabinet members, in-
cluding M. Chautemps, vacillate. No definite action is taken
on the British proposal. The Cabinet adjourns at 7:45 P.M.
When the French Cabinet reassembles about 10 P.M. Gen-
eral Weygand is called in for a final report. There is further
discussion of the British offer of union. Some reports say that
it is rejected 14-10, others that no formal vote is taken. In
any event, a vote is now taken on the proposal to ask Germany
for terms. The Cabinet votes 13 to u in favor of an armistice,